
 

   

 
 

 

Media Release  

 Actions of a few unfairly tarnish local governments  
 

3 May 2017 

 

Yesterday, the Corruption and Crime Commission (CCC) released their ‘Report on Matters of Serious Misconduct in 
the Shire of Exmouth’.    
 
Regrettably, this Report identifies a number of serious issues within the Shire of Exmouth that reflect extremely 
poorly on the sector and all who work within it.   
 
“Our association will never condone unlawful or unethical actions by local government officers, however, it is 
important to recognise that these incidents are extremely rare and are not representative of the wider sector.” Said 
LG Professionals WA Chief Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 

 
“The role of a local government officer is one that relies on considerable trust from the community and only by 
meeting the highest professional and ethical standards can we expect to retain that trust.”  Said Mr Pearce.  
 
More broadly, on radio this morning the Commissioner of the CCC, John McKechnie, has made a number of 
comments relating to issues within the sector, inferring that these types of issues may be widespread within the 
sector.    
 
Mr Pearce said, “Our Association does not accept that corruption or unlawful behaviour is widespread in the local 
government sector, by officers or elected members.”  
 
“In fact, there is simply no evidence to support any such statement.” 
 
“Despite this, these isolated cases demand that as a sector we ensure that our members and all local governments 
have in place the proper policies and processes to ensure that these type of incidents rarely occur, and when they 
do, they are able to be swiftly identified and addressed.”  
 
“Over the past several years, LG Professionals WA has advocated for a number of initiatives that we consider will 
support improving governance in all local governments, including greater professional development and training 
for officers and elected members, and the introduction of the Auditor General.”  
 
“Our members work incredibly hard for their local governments and local communities, and they do not deserve 
to have their reputation tarnished, and their integrity impugned by unfair and unsupported claims.” Said Mr Pearce. 
 
ENDS -  
 
For further comment please contact Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer on 0477 399 130 or by email at 
warren@lgprofessionalswa.org.au  
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About LG Professionals WA 
 
Local Government Professionals Australia WA (LG Professionals WA) is the peak representative body for local 
government officers in Western Australia. 
 
Local Government Professionals Australia (formerly known as Local Government Managers Australia) was 
established in 1935 and is a National Federation with Member Associations in each State, representing over 5,000 
members across Australia, and over 900 members in Western Australia. 
 
Among our membership, we are privileged to count the overwhelming number of Chief Executive Officers of 
Western Australian local governments, as well as officers from all across the diverse range of professional 
disciplines. 
LG Professionals WA provides a range of services for our members and local government professionals, including: 
  

 Support for local government officers; 

 Advocacy, representation and policy development; 

 Professional development and training; and 

 Conferences, forums and networking events  
 
Our purpose is to enable our members to realise their local government career and leadership aspirations and to 
ensure that their voice is critical in shaping our sector. 
 
We are committed to continuing improvement in local government leadership, governance, management and 
service delivery for local communities, and ensuring that our members are at the forefront of change and 
innovation.   
 


